BURN BARRELS

Burn barrels (or above ground fire pits) are permitted at Blazing Swan only within theme camp areas. This
means either a theme camp can have a burn barrel, or the event can have a community burn barrel within
the theme camp area.

Blazing Swan does NOT permit; ground fires, campfires, or in-ground fire pits, anywhere at the event. This
includes general camping areas, theme camp areas and operations areas.

Not every application for a burn barrel will be granted, as the Fire Team must consider factors such as ember
containment, fire size, placement, proximity to tents and bushland, wind exposure, etc.

This burn barrel information describes the design, placement, operation, and extinguishment requirements
that must be met by the Theme Camp in order to have a burn barrel.

Design, Site and Management Criteria

Design Criteria

The following outlines the necessary design criteria for a burn barrel at Blazing Swan. If your barrel does not
meet these criteria, it will not be permitted.

Burn barrels must be:
O Constructed from fireproof materials i.e. steel, stainless.
[ Sized so that the proposed fuel can be wholly contained within the confines of the barrel structure.
O Fully enclosed on all sides. Cut-outs for art are acceptable, provided they are either small enough to
O prevent debris falling out, or lined on the inside with an ember mesh.
O Have an ember mesh lid available to stop the escape of fire embers. See images below.
Inherently stable or securely staked into the ground so they do not tip-over.
Installed with a heat shield and/or space between its base and the ground to prevent burn-scarring.

Commercially available, ready-
made, ember screens. All fire pits
and burn barrels must have one
available.

<Ember Mesh can be purchased to make your own
ember screens.

Ember Mesh should be used to line fire pits and
burn barrels that have large cutouts, to prevent
embers from escaping. >
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All burn barrels should have an ember mesh lid, either

commercially purchased or home made from ember mesh.
It doesn’t need to be round. As long as it covers the entire
opening of the burn barrel.

Place ember mesh on burn barrel as
soon as wind & weather conditions
become hazardous and embers may
escape!
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Only half fill the burn barrel.
It should never be full with
wood sticking out the top.
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ground to prevent burn s
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Correct burnbarrel design.
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Site and Management Criteria
The following are necessary for the safe use and management of your burn barrel. Burn barrels that do not
comply with the following may not be used at Blazing Swan.

Burn Barrel Placement

U A5 metre exclusion zone is required around all burn barrels. This area must be free of any combustible

materials such as (but not limited to), camp structures, tents, tent lines, guy ropes, fabric, paper, trees,

branches, etc. Prepare the area by raking and clearing any leaf and dry grass matter. Consider extending

your exclusion zone to greater than 5m upwind of your burn barrel.

O Ensure other camping equipment, especially flammable items such as gas cylinders and fuel cans are
stored at a minimum of 10 metres away from your burn barrel.
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Burn Barrel placement with a 5m exclusion zone free of structures, trees, and grass debris.

Burn Barrel Fuel

U Blazing Swan will provide free firewood for all community burn barrels. It will be in IBC containers
distributed around the theme camps area for camps to collect as needed. If you are providing your
own firewood, it should be clean (no paint etc), untreated wood. Pallets and plywood are not a
suitable as they are usually chemically treated.

O Your wood should be wholly contained inside the burn barrel. Burn nothing over-sized that will spill
ash or burning debris onto the ground. The burning of toxic and/or synthetic materials is prohibited.

O Thisincludes your rubbish. You are responsible for taking these things home.

Burn Barrel Ignition

U Never use flammable liquid fuel such as petrol or diesel on a fire, even when trying to get it started in

wet conditions.
U We recommend using standard BBQ firelighters from camping and hardware stores.
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Burn Barrel Operation

U Keep the area around the burn barrel area tidy and free of trip hazards.

U If winds increase, reduce the size of the fire or extinguish it, to prevent embers escaping.

U Burn barrels must be extinguished immediately if they begin to throw sparks, or if directed by any
member of the Fire Fighters, Rangers, Safety Team, or other event officials.

O Never leave your burn barrel unattended. At least one camp member should be designated “fire
tender” and always be within visual distance of the burn barrel. If found unattended while lit, burn
barrels may be extinguished by event officials and/or confiscated if there is sufficient threat of hazard.

0 Keep your fire just big enough for cooking and keeping warm.

O Extinguish your burn barrel at the end of each evening when your camp is closing.

Burn Barrel Extinguishment

U You must bring your ownwater for extinguishing. 20 litres minimum. This must be placed near the
burn barrel in a visible location. A 4.5kg ABE “dry powder” extinguisher (or 9kg) must be kept on

U hand and clearly visible for emergencies. However, this is not sufficient to extinguish a burn barrel. It
is there to manage any instances where your fire has escaped the burn barrel and needs to be quickly
extinguished.

O At event close, make sure your fire is completely extinguished using water. Do not use soil.

Burn Barrel Site Rehabilitation

U All evidence of your burn barrel must be removed before your Theme Camp leaves the event site. Any

U remaining timber, charcoal, ash or burn scars will result in a poor MOOP (Matter Out of Place) score and
typically result in future Burn Barrel Applications being denied. Do not transport hot embers or dispose of

O them in other locations on site. The ideal disposal method is to allow any timber to be fully burnt, so there

O is nothing but ash remaining. Allow the ash to fully cool. Then transport the ash in an enclosed container
home to use on your garden or dispose of it in your compost bin.

Burn Barrel Application Process

1. Read the Design, Site and Management Criteria and check if your burn barrel complies with these.

2. If you are unsure, especially if our burn barrel has never been to Blazing Swan before, email the Fire

Lead at fire@blazingswan.com.au with photos of your burn barrel, to check if it will be acceptable in

its design.

3. Once on site, install you burn barrel at your theme camp in accordance with the Design, Site and
Management Criteria, and using the Burn Barrel Inspection Form. The person filling in the Burn Barrel
Inspection form, is the Responsible Person for the safe setup of the burn barrel.

4. If you have completed your setup and signed off on your Burn Barrel Inspection Form, you need to visit
Fire Tribe theme camp to drop off your Form before 3:30pm, on the day that you would like your burn barrel
inspected.

5. Burn Barrel Inspections will take place between 4 and 6pm on the Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday of
the event. A Burn Barrel Inspector will come to your camp, with your completed form, to check your burn
barrelis in order and issue your Burn Permit. Please note: This job cannot be done by the Fire Fighters.

6. You may start using your burn barrel only once it has been inspected and issued a Burn Permit.
7. If you move your burn barrel or change its surroundings during the course of Blazing Swan, it will need

to be re-inspected before being used.

Any burn barrels brought to the Blazing Swan, and used without having undergone the above process, will be
extinguished, and removed from the event. We hold event and participant safety as our highest priority.
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